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Environmental
    Infrastructure
Goal:Goal:Goal:Goal:Goal: TTTTTo presero presero presero presero preserve, enhance, and restore the natural envirve, enhance, and restore the natural envirve, enhance, and restore the natural envirve, enhance, and restore the natural envirve, enhance, and restore the natural environment and itsonment and itsonment and itsonment and itsonment and its

ecological functions as the basic component of a sustainableecological functions as the basic component of a sustainableecological functions as the basic component of a sustainableecological functions as the basic component of a sustainableecological functions as the basic component of a sustainable
development pattern.development pattern.development pattern.development pattern.development pattern.

A comprehensive approach is needed to preserve and enhance the remaining
ecosystems native to Prince George’s County, for the benefit of the natural environment
itself and to provide for a sustainable living and working environment for existing and
future county residents and workers. The comprehensive approach outlined in this
plan, coupled with the development of a designated green infrastructure,5 form the
basis for the environmental objectives, policies, and strategies.

In addition to the identification of the green infrastructure elements, this plan includes
policies that are important to sustainable, liveable communities. Preserving ecological
functions, providing for energy conservation, reducing light pollution, and encouraging
construction that uses green building techniques are essential elements of sustainable
communities in the twenty-first century and are addressed in this plan.

The vision for the future of the environment in Prince George’s County is to:

• Preserve, enhance, and where appropriate, restore environmentally sensitive
features through the identification of green infrastructure elements.

• Implement the desired development pattern throughout the county while
protecting sensitive environmental features and meeting the full intent of
environmental policies and regulations.

• Restore and enhance water quality in areas that have been degraded by a high
percentage of impervious surfaces and preserve water quality in areas not
degraded.

• Preserve some portions of the county from future development, improve water
quality, and restore important ecological functions to degraded ecosystems.

• Reduce overall energy consumption and implement more environmentally
sensitive building techniques.

5 Green infrastructure is defined as a network of large undisturbed land areas (hubs)
connected by designated pathways for the movement of wildlife and humans (green
corridors).
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ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives
• Protect, preserve, enhance and/or restore designated green infrastructure

components by 2025.

• Protect and enhance water quality in watersheds by, at a minimum, maintaining the
2001 condition ratings of all watersheds countywide.

• Meet or exceed the following forest and tree cover goals within each Tier
and countywide by 2025: Developed Tier—26 percent; Developing Tier—
38 percent; Rural Tier—59 percent; and countywide—44 percent.

• Promote an awareness of environmental issues related to land use through the
provision of environmental education and/or stewardship programs.

POLICY 1:POLICY 1:POLICY 1:POLICY 1:POLICY 1:

PreserPreserPreserPreserPreserve, prve, prve, prve, prve, protect, and enhance the designated green infrastructureotect, and enhance the designated green infrastructureotect, and enhance the designated green infrastructureotect, and enhance the designated green infrastructureotect, and enhance the designated green infrastructure
elements.elements.elements.elements.elements.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Prepare a countywide Green Infrastructure Plan as a functional master plan in

concert with the desired development pattern in this General Plan.

II. Revise appropriate regulations to ensure implementation of the Green
Infrastructure Plan.

III. As new master and sector plans are prepared, opportunities will be identified for
implementation of the Green Infrastructure Plan.

POLICY 2:POLICY 2:POLICY 2:POLICY 2:POLICY 2:

PreserPreserPreserPreserPreserve, prve, prve, prve, prve, protect and enhance surface and grotect and enhance surface and grotect and enhance surface and grotect and enhance surface and grotect and enhance surface and ground water featuresound water featuresound water featuresound water featuresound water features
and restore lost ecological functions.and restore lost ecological functions.and restore lost ecological functions.and restore lost ecological functions.and restore lost ecological functions.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Prepare and implement major watershed management plans to address the

preservation and restoration of ecological functions within watersheds, with an
emphasis on the restoration and maintenance of water quality, protection of
aquatic living resources, and the control of water quantity with consideration of
the development pattern of this General Plan.

II. Include in each area/sector plan an ecosystem evaluation and comprehensive
watershed management section for the area that provides guidance for
preservation, enhancement, and/or protection of water-related resources.

III. Periodically employ a water-quality model that evaluates existing water quality
and use the results to determine where additional efforts are needed.
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IV. Evaluate the effectiveness of current ordinances and regulations regarding stream
and wetland buffer widths. Consider revising the current regulations to provide
varying buffer widths.

V. Augment current forest conservation and sediment and erosion control enforce-
ment efforts.

VI. Continue parkland acquisition in key stream valleys and seek additional funding
sources for acquisition and conservation easements.

VII. Continue implementation of available federal and state programs to control
flooding and losses due to flooding without impairing water quality. Seek
additional funding sources to augment current efforts.

VIII. Implement through existing ordinances the use of systems and processes for
treating stormwater runoff that preserve and/or reestablish natural resources and
systems, such as reducing natural vegetation removal, reducing impervious surfaces,
and increasing infiltration.

IX. Evaluate current regulations that result in the construction of required impervious
surfaces. Encourage the use of innovative designs that reduce the amount of
impervious surfaces.

X. Treat stormwater on site to the fullest extent possible in the Mattawoman
watershed to maximize infiltration, restore the natural hydrologic system,
improve water quality, and minimize run-off.

XI. Evaluate opportunities for coordination of watershed protection policies and
programs with adjoining jurisdictions.

POLICY 3:POLICY 3:POLICY 3:POLICY 3:POLICY 3:

PreserPreserPreserPreserPreserve eve eve eve eve existing woodland resourxisting woodland resourxisting woodland resourxisting woodland resourxisting woodland resources and replant woodland, whereces and replant woodland, whereces and replant woodland, whereces and replant woodland, whereces and replant woodland, where
possible, while implementing the desired development pattern.possible, while implementing the desired development pattern.possible, while implementing the desired development pattern.possible, while implementing the desired development pattern.possible, while implementing the desired development pattern.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Revise the Woodland Conservation Ordinance to achieve the forest and tree

cover objectives countywide and in each Tier.

II. Evaluate the Woodland Conservation Ordinance’s provisions for exemptions to
determine their appropriateness and whether they support the forest and tree
cover objectives of this plan.

III. Revise the Woodland Conservation Ordinance to place a greater emphasis on
the use of native plants in woodland reforestation and afforestation plans.

IV. Revise the Woodland Conservation Ordinance to place a greater emphasis on the
reduction of forest fragmentation and the protection of mature forests.

V. Meet the requirements of the Woodland Conservation Ordinance on site to the
fullest extent possible within the Mattawoman watershed. If off-site mitigation is
required, it shall be provided within the Mattawoman watershed.
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POLICY 4:POLICY 4:POLICY 4:POLICY 4:POLICY 4:

Reduce enerReduce enerReduce enerReduce enerReduce energy consumption countywide.gy consumption countywide.gy consumption countywide.gy consumption countywide.gy consumption countywide.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Develop a countywide energy conservation and efficiency policy with measurable

objectives.

II. Evaluate and update land development regulations and building codes to provide
opportunities for green building and energy reducing techniques.

POLICY 5:POLICY 5:POLICY 5:POLICY 5:POLICY 5:

Reduce overall sky glowReduce overall sky glowReduce overall sky glowReduce overall sky glowReduce overall sky glow, minimize the spill-, minimize the spill-, minimize the spill-, minimize the spill-, minimize the spill-over of light frover of light frover of light frover of light frover of light from oneom oneom oneom oneom one
prprprprproperty to the neoperty to the neoperty to the neoperty to the neoperty to the next, and reduce glare frxt, and reduce glare frxt, and reduce glare frxt, and reduce glare frxt, and reduce glare from light fixtures.om light fixtures.om light fixtures.om light fixtures.om light fixtures.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Develop lighting standards for development review and provide standards that

are appropriate for each Tier.

II. Evaluate lighting design standards and practices for public buildings and spaces
and prepare lighting guidelines for these spaces with consideration of safety,
energy conservation, and the minimization of light spill-over.

III. Ensure that new roadway lighting meets the guidelines for minimization of light
spill-over and sky glow.

POLICY 6:POLICY 6:POLICY 6:POLICY 6:POLICY 6:

Use eUse eUse eUse eUse existing natural resourxisting natural resourxisting natural resourxisting natural resourxisting natural resources wiselyces wiselyces wiselyces wiselyces wisely.....
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Clarify regulations with regard to timber harvesting and the protection of

sensitive resources to ensure that harvesting operations are conducted in a
manner that protects the resources remaining after the harvest.

II. Prepare a special study to analyze sand and gravel mining operations with regard
to sensitive extraction and compatibility with existing communities.

III. Provide an environmental impact analysis for sand and gravel mining, rubble fill
and Class III fill applications.
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POLICY 7:POLICY 7:POLICY 7:POLICY 7:POLICY 7:

Minimize impacts of noise on residential uses during the landMinimize impacts of noise on residential uses during the landMinimize impacts of noise on residential uses during the landMinimize impacts of noise on residential uses during the landMinimize impacts of noise on residential uses during the land
development prdevelopment prdevelopment prdevelopment prdevelopment process.ocess.ocess.ocess.ocess.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Revise appropriate ordinances to require the mitigation of existing and future

transportation-generated noise levels to 65 dBA in outdoor activity areas and
45 dBA in interior areas on sites with existing or proposed residential uses.

II. Recommend appropriate land uses in areas impacted by unacceptable noise
levels.

POLICY 8:POLICY 8:POLICY 8:POLICY 8:POLICY 8:

PrPrPrPrPromote enviromote enviromote enviromote enviromote environmental stewaronmental stewaronmental stewaronmental stewaronmental stewardship as an important element to thedship as an important element to thedship as an important element to thedship as an important element to thedship as an important element to the
overall success of the enviroverall success of the enviroverall success of the enviroverall success of the enviroverall success of the environmental initiatives contained in thisonmental initiatives contained in thisonmental initiatives contained in thisonmental initiatives contained in thisonmental initiatives contained in this
plan.plan.plan.plan.plan.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Create and promote environmental education programs that have target

audiences including:

• Curriculum for public and private school-age children (grades 1 through 8).

• Public outreach to the development community with emphasis on sustainable
development; and

• Workshops and continuing education events with printed materials for county
residents.

II. Develop an awards program for projects that are developed using environ-
mentally sensitive and/or energy efficient designs.

III. Evaluate the costs and benefits of sustainable development practices and
guidelines and prepare an analysis for broad distribution.

IV. Publish and update periodically a Prince George’s County resource directory of
services that promote resource conservation, environmental responsibility, and
sustainable development techniques.

V. The county should partner with municipalities, civic, citizen, and neighborhood
associations and other groups to promote environmental stewardship.
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Goal:Goal:Goal:Goal:Goal: PrPrPrPrProvide residents and workovide residents and workovide residents and workovide residents and workovide residents and workers in Prince Georers in Prince Georers in Prince Georers in Prince Georers in Prince George’s County with a safe,ge’s County with a safe,ge’s County with a safe,ge’s County with a safe,ge’s County with a safe,
afforafforafforafforaffordable, and accessible multimodal transportation system that effectivelydable, and accessible multimodal transportation system that effectivelydable, and accessible multimodal transportation system that effectivelydable, and accessible multimodal transportation system that effectivelydable, and accessible multimodal transportation system that effectively
contributes to the timely achievement of county grcontributes to the timely achievement of county grcontributes to the timely achievement of county grcontributes to the timely achievement of county grcontributes to the timely achievement of county growth, development,owth, development,owth, development,owth, development,owth, development,
community presentation, and revitalization goals.community presentation, and revitalization goals.community presentation, and revitalization goals.community presentation, and revitalization goals.community presentation, and revitalization goals.

This Transportation Element seeks to help the county achieve different internal development
patterns in each Tier and is particularly relevant to county growth and development priorities
for the Developed Tier and for Developing Tier Centers and Corridors.

Transportation systems policy in Prince George’s County is a hierarchy that begins with
the broad goals, and policies for integrating countywide transportation with land use,
contained in this General Plan. The more detailed transportation policy planning is
undertaken in the Master Plan of Transportation (MPoT), the Biennial Growth Policy
updates, and area/sector plans. The Transit Master Plan (TMP), the county Capital
Improvement Program (CIP), and the state Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP)
are also parts of the transportation system planning hierarchy. The MPoT and TMP
should be updated to reflect the policies of this plan.

The complementary networks of roads, rail and bus transit, and trail facilities for
pedestrians, bikers and equestrians that make up the county’s transportation system
interact differently. Further, they are not evenly distributed throughout the county
transportation system. For instance, the Developed Tier has all but one of the
county’s 15 Metrorail stations,6  three MARC commuter rail stations, and most of the
bus service in the county. Also, a considerable part of the county trails network origi-
nates in this Tier. In the Developing Tier, the road network predominates, although it
may be supplemented by limited bus service and some high occupancy vehicle (HOV)
facilities on major arterials. The Rural Tier transportation system consists almost entirely
of a road network.

Countywide, the transportation system must ensure quality access and mobility options
for all residents and workers. The quality of life that county growth policy seeks to
achieve by amending the General Plan is, in some respects, a matter of quality of
access. Further, these mobility options must be perceived as such if the county is to
attract a correspondingly high quality level of residential and commercial development
and investment.

6  Thirteen Metrorail stations are in service; two are under construction.

Transportation
    Systems

Countywide,
the transporta-
tion system must
ensure quality
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mobility options
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Transportation is also a major linchpin of Smart Growth, a long-term statewide policy
to which Prince George’s County is committed. Achieving quality development is fiscally
difficult, at best, unless that development is sited, and is at sufficient densities, to
capitalize on all of the county’s transportation system assets, particularly the mass trans-
portation infrastructure.

While Smart Growth requires integration of transportation system and land use
policy within each Tier and at Centers, there is a parallel need to ensure the
operational integrity of the transportation system as a whole. It is important that
assessing the capacity of transportation system segments to accommodate the
desired development in this General Plan, particularly at growth policy Centers,
also considers the impacts of such development policies on the entire transporta-
tion system.

For successful implementation of many of the General Plan recommendations,
nonmotorized transportation options will have to play a greater role. The
Countywide Bicycles and Trails Element, to be included in the updated Master
Plan of Transportation, should improve and enhance the nonmotorized circulation
opportunities and provide for broader recreational opportunities throughout the
county. The Bicycle and Trails Element will build on county Smart Growth and
revitalization initiatives by promoting walkable and bikeable nonmotorized
connections to mass transit and residential and regional activities, and by making
revitalization projects more bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly.

Since the last Master Plan of Transportation and General Plan were approved in
1982, a number of important operational improvements have occurred:

• Completion of the Metrorail system.

• Initiation of the first Metrorail expansion, the Blue Line extension to Largo
Town Center.

• Initiation of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge replacement project.

• Initiation of the Ritchie-Marlboro and Arena Drive interchanges on the
Capital Beltway (I-95/I-495).

These changes and the significantly different preferred development pattern envisioned in
this General Plan require an updated Master Plan of Transportation. The impact of
updating the Master Plan of Transportation on the county’s transportation system
should also be reconciled with the periodic revisions of county growth priorities that
will be undertaken during the Biennial Growth Policy updates.

An integrated multimodal transportation system is essential to attracting the quality
development that the county envisions during the duration of this General Plan. It is,
therefore, important that these transportation system reevaluations should ensure
both the system’s consistency with the preferred development pattern envisioned in
this General Plan and the operational integrity of the county pedestrian trails, transit
and highway networks.

Table 4 describes the relationships between the transportation system and the
county’s Tiers, Centers and Corridors.

An integrated
multimodal
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quality develop-
ment that the

county envisions.
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TTTTTransportation Objectivesransportation Objectivesransportation Objectivesransportation Objectivesransportation Objectives
• Increase average automobile occupancy by 25 percent by 2025.

• Reduce average commuter vehicle miles traveled countywide by 25 percent
by 2025.

• Increase the proportion of transit trips by 25 percent by 2025.

• Reduce private automobile dependency, particularly for single occupant vehicle
(SOV) trips

• Site and plan new development and revitalization to generate transit ridership
that helps achieve the cost recovery targets established by the county Five-Year
Transit Development Master Plan (TDMP).

• Increase public funding of transportation infrastructure in the Developed Tier.

• Increase public funding and attract and encourage more private funding of
transportation infrastructure in Developing Tier Centers and Corridors.

• Encourage and increase the proportion of private sector funding of needed
transportation infrastructure in the Developing and Rural Tiers outside of
Centers and Corridors.

TTTTTable 4:  Table 4:  Table 4:  Table 4:  Table 4:  Transportation Systems Summarransportation Systems Summarransportation Systems Summarransportation Systems Summarransportation Systems Summaryyyyy

yciloP yciloP yciloP yciloP yciloP
yrogetaC yrogetaC yrogetaC yrogetaC yrogetaC

yeK yeK yeK yeK yeK
scitsiretcarahC scitsiretcarahC scitsiretcarahC scitsiretcarahC scitsiretcarahC snoitpOytiliboM snoitpOytiliboM snoitpOytiliboM snoitpOytiliboM snoitpOytiliboM

egarevoCtisnarT egarevoCtisnarT egarevoCtisnarT egarevoCtisnarT egarevoCtisnarT

tnerruC tnerruC tnerruC tnerruC tnerruC erutuF erutuF erutuF erutuF erutuF

depoleveD
reiT

� esneD
� nrettapteertsdirG
� daordesunuelttiL

yticapac

� tisnartliaR
� tisnartsuB
� gnikib/gniklaW
� otuA
� edir/krapemoS

� hgiH:suB
� hgiH:liaR

� hgiH:suB
� hgiH:liaR

.elohwasareiTdepoleveDehtrofesohtsaemasehteraseigetartsdna,seicilop,seitiroirphtworG:sretneCreiTdepoleveD

gnipoleveD
reiT

� ytisnedrewoL
� daordesunuemoS

ylralucitrap,yticapac
sretneCedistuo

� otuA
� tisnartsuB
� edir/kraP
� tisnartliaR
� gniklaW
� gnikiB

� woL:suB
� enoN:liaR

� woL:suB
� nosliW-tisnart/wetaredoM:liaR

05SUro,5DM,egdirB

gnipoleveD
sretneCreiT

� yravseitisneD
� yticapacdaoR

seirav

� otuA
� tisnartsuB
� ekib/klaW

� otwoL:suB
etaredom

� enoN:liaR

� etaredoM:suB
� nwoTograLotdnetxeotliarorteM

lapicnirpasemocebhcihw,retneC
reiTsihtrofbuhtisnartdnaretummoc

� 05SUotdednetxeebotsenalVOH

reiTlaruR
� ytisnedwolyreV
� larutlucirgA
� sdaorcinecs/laruR

� elibomotuA � enoN:suB
� enoN:liaR

� enoN:suB
� enoN:liaR

srodirroC seiraV
� otuA
� tisnartsuB
� ekib/klawdetimiL

� :suB
etaredoM

� enoN:liaR

� etaredoM:suB
� seiraV:liaR



Prince George’s County Approved General Plan 65

• Incorporate appropriate pedestrian, bicycle, and transit-oriented and transit-
supporting design (TOD and TSD) features in all new development within
Centers and Corridors.

• Plan new development to help achieve the objectives of the Countywide Trails
Plan and Equestrian Addendum.

• Ensure funding to achieve the objectives of the Trails Plan and State Priority
List.

• Increase trails funding by one percent of the total county transportation
budget (excluding developer funding). Give priority to trails that function as
transportation facilities or as links to other transportation facilities.

• Provide opportunities for, and recognize the contribution of, telecommuting
to reduce auto trips, particularly during the peak commute.

• Reduce average vehicle miles traveled by 2025.

POLICY 1:POLICY 1:POLICY 1:POLICY 1:POLICY 1:

PrPrPrPrProvide for a transportation system that supports the General Planovide for a transportation system that supports the General Planovide for a transportation system that supports the General Planovide for a transportation system that supports the General Planovide for a transportation system that supports the General Plan
development pattern.development pattern.development pattern.development pattern.development pattern.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Prepare a Master Plan of Transportation (MPoT) to consist of three elements that:

• Update the Countywide Trails Plan and Equestrian Addendum to achieve the
trails objectives in this General Plan.

• Build on and reflect policies established in the county’s Five-Year Transit
Master Plan.

• Update highway recommendations to reflect the General Plan’s preferred
development pattern and county transportation policies.

II. Analyze the potential for transportation measures that would intercept
commute-through traffic that enters Prince George’s County.



66 Prince George’s County Approved General Plan

POLICY 2:POLICY 2:POLICY 2:POLICY 2:POLICY 2:

Capitalize fully on the economic development and communityCapitalize fully on the economic development and communityCapitalize fully on the economic development and communityCapitalize fully on the economic development and communityCapitalize fully on the economic development and community
revitalization potential of cirrevitalization potential of cirrevitalization potential of cirrevitalization potential of cirrevitalization potential of circumferential transit (Purple Line)cumferential transit (Purple Line)cumferential transit (Purple Line)cumferential transit (Purple Line)cumferential transit (Purple Line)
alignments within and thralignments within and thralignments within and thralignments within and thralignments within and through Prince Georough Prince Georough Prince Georough Prince Georough Prince George’s Countyge’s Countyge’s Countyge’s Countyge’s County.....
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Incorporate the selected alternate for the Purple Line as a part of Prince

George’s County’s transportation system submission for the metropolitan
region’s Constrained Long-Range Plan (CLRP).7

 II. Ensure that master and area planning for the Purple Line reflects the need to (1)
capitalize on this expanded public sector investment in the rail transit system,
and (2) use the Purple Line to achieve county growth goals and priorities,
particularly in the Developed Tier.

III. Analyze the facility and service requirements for the transit alignment on the new
Woodrow Wilson Bridge, with particular attention to:

• The transit impacts on communities, development and growth near Indian
Head Highway (MD 210) and Branch Avenue (MD 5).

• The feasibility of including National Harbor in the cross-river transit alignment.

POLICY 3:POLICY 3:POLICY 3:POLICY 3:POLICY 3:

Ensure that the countywide transportation system is planned andEnsure that the countywide transportation system is planned andEnsure that the countywide transportation system is planned andEnsure that the countywide transportation system is planned andEnsure that the countywide transportation system is planned and
integrated with land use to achieve county grintegrated with land use to achieve county grintegrated with land use to achieve county grintegrated with land use to achieve county grintegrated with land use to achieve county growth and developmentowth and developmentowth and developmentowth and developmentowth and development
goals.goals.goals.goals.goals.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Analyze the transportation system’s capacity of priority Centers and Corridors

and the impacts of growth policies at these Centers and Corridors on the
operational integrity of the countywide transportation system.

II. Review and, where necessary, revise transportation and land use integration
policies and strategies for Centers and Corridors that are included in this General
Plan.

III. Review and fully exploit opportunities to incorporate nonmotorized transportation
(such as pedestrian and bicycle trails) into the county’s transportation system,
particularly at Centers and in Corridors.

7 Subject to detailed systems planning and engineering, including environmental impact
analyses, to be undertaken by the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA).
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Public Facilities
Goal:Goal:Goal:Goal:Goal: TTTTTo pro pro pro pro provide needed public facilities in locations that efficiently serovide needed public facilities in locations that efficiently serovide needed public facilities in locations that efficiently serovide needed public facilities in locations that efficiently serovide needed public facilities in locations that efficiently serveveveveve

the countythe countythe countythe countythe county’s population.’s population.’s population.’s population.’s population.

This General Plan addresses the provision of county public facilities (fire and rescue,
police, schools, parks, water and sewer, and libraries) that will be needed to serve
existing and future county residents and businesses. The public facilities objectives,
policies and strategies of this plan are guided by certain key concepts that help
determine how and where facilities are provided. The primary concept is that
adequate facilities should be provided for existing and new development. It is also
important that the planned location and provision of facilities reinforce other county
goals and policies while efficiently providing the facilities.

The definition of the magnitude of facilities needed is key to planning those facilities. Some
of this determination is based on an absolute definition of need: for instance, seats
should be provided in uncrowded classrooms for every public school student in the
county; all parts of the county should be adequately served by fire and rescue facilities
to protect life and property; and water and sewer lines and plants must be provided as
development occurs. In addition, facilities such as libraries and parks are essential to
establishing more livable communities.

The provision of public facilities is an important component of strong, safe, vibrant
communities. Therefore, the planned locations of facilities should reinforce the
county’s overall growth goals. For instance, this plan places priorities on where the
county should concentrate its capital funding for new public facilities: emphasis is
given to providing funds to renovate existing facilities or provide needed facilities in
the Developed Tier. The plan also recommends that facilities be provided to
encourage and serve desired development such as in Centers and Corridors.
Determining not to provide water and sewer facilities in the Rural Tier is another way
to help meet the plan’s intention of protecting rural character and preserving rural
resources and concentrating growth where infrastructure exists.

ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives
Fire and EmerFire and EmerFire and EmerFire and EmerFire and Emergency Medical Fgency Medical Fgency Medical Fgency Medical Fgency Medical Facilities:acilities:acilities:acilities:acilities:  Provide fire and emergency medical facilities
throughout the county in order to ensure that each residence and business is within
the adopted travel time standards (in minutes) listed below:

TTTTTable 5:  Table 5:  Table 5:  Table 5:  Table 5:  Travel Travel Travel Travel Travel Time Standarime Standarime Standarime Standarime Standards in Minutesds in Minutesds in Minutesds in Minutesds in Minutes
enignE reddaL ecnalubmA cideM

sesuohnwoTdnalaitnediseRylimaF-elgniS 52.5 A/N 52.6 52.7

ylimafitluMdnastnemtrapA 52.3 52.4 52.4 52.7

It is also important
that the planned

location and
provision of
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other county goals
and policies while

efficiently provid-
ing the facilities.
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School: School: School: School: School:  Achieve a school system in which each school is operating at 100 percent or
less of its capacity.

LibrarLibrarLibrarLibrarLibrary:y:y:y:y:  Achieve a library system that meets planning guidelines such as the
following, or other appropriate best practices or county-approved guidelines:

• Circulation-to-Volume Ratio=2.43 volumes of circulation per volume of
holdings.

• Circulation-to-Staffing Factor=11,615 volumes of circulation per full-time
equivalent staff member.

PPPPPolice: olice: olice: olice: olice:  Strive to provide police facilities that meet planning guidelines such as the
following, or other appropriate best practices or county-approved guidelines.

• Station space per capita: 141 square feet per 1,000 county residents.

• Station space per calls for service: 184 square feet of station space for each
1,000 calls for service.

WWWWWater and Sewer:ater and Sewer:ater and Sewer:ater and Sewer:ater and Sewer:  Provide enough transmission, storage and treatment plant capacity for a
ten-year period.

Parks:Parks:Parks:Parks:Parks:  Provide a minimum of 15 acres of M-NCPPC local parkland per 1,000 population
(or the equivalent amenity in terms of parks and recreation service) and 20 acres of regional,
countywide and special M-NCPPC parks per 1,000 population.

POLICY 1:POLICY 1:POLICY 1:POLICY 1:POLICY 1:
PrPrPrPrProvide public facilities in the locations needed to serovide public facilities in the locations needed to serovide public facilities in the locations needed to serovide public facilities in the locations needed to serovide public facilities in the locations needed to serve eve eve eve eve existing andxisting andxisting andxisting andxisting and
future county residents and businesses.future county residents and businesses.future county residents and businesses.future county residents and businesses.future county residents and businesses.

StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Obtain dedication and/or reservation of land for planned public

facilities through the development review process.

II. Follow priorities for public sector provision of capital facilities in
the Developed, Developing and Rural Tiers. (See Development
Pattern section for further discussion of priorities.)

III. Require the private sector to fund a greater portion of the
infrastructure needed in the Developing and Rural Tiers. Consider
alternative forms of developer contributions and financing
techniques including, but not limited to, developer agreements and
special assessment districts.

IV. Seek opportunities through the planning, development review, and
Capital Improvement Program processes to meet the future needs for
fire and emergency, medical facilities, schools, libraries, police facilities,
and parkland.

V. Amend the 1990 Public Safety Master Plan and other appropriate
master plans to reflect the fire and rescue facility locations shown
on Map 3 and described in Table 6.
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Map 3:Map 3:Map 3:Map 3:Map 3:
Fire and Rescue RecommendationsFire and Rescue RecommendationsFire and Rescue RecommendationsFire and Rescue RecommendationsFire and Rescue Recommendations

CCCCC

EEEEE

NNNNN

RRRRR

ConsolidationConsolidationConsolidationConsolidationConsolidation

Existing StationsExisting StationsExisting StationsExisting StationsExisting Stations

NewNewNewNewNew

RelocationRelocationRelocationRelocationRelocation

Major  RoadsMajor  RoadsMajor  RoadsMajor  RoadsMajor  Roads

WWWWWateraterateraterater

LLLLLandandandandand



70 Prince George’s County Approved General Plan

TTTTTable 6:  Fire and Rescue Station Statusable 6:  Fire and Rescue Station Statusable 6:  Fire and Rescue Station Statusable 6:  Fire and Rescue Station Statusable 6:  Fire and Rescue Station Status

emaN emaN emaN emaN emaN sserddA sserddA sserddA sserddA sserddA sutatS sutatS sutatS sutatS sutatS
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POLICY 2:POLICY 2:POLICY 2:POLICY 2:POLICY 2:
Efficiently prEfficiently prEfficiently prEfficiently prEfficiently provide needed public facilities.ovide needed public facilities.ovide needed public facilities.ovide needed public facilities.ovide needed public facilities.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Consider adopting a long-range consolidation program for the county library

system to more efficiently deliver service.

II. Continue providing specialized police services in satellite offices in specific
neighborhoods and Centers.

III. Consider the placement of public schools in nontraditional areas such as centers near
major public transit or near high-rise residential complexes. High schools can be
sited in business districts near health care centers and governmental complexes,
in an attempt to offer an opportunity for educational partnerships.

IV. Seek opportunities for co-location (either in single buildings or single properties)
of compatible and complementary facilities in future planning efforts.

POLICY 3:POLICY 3:POLICY 3:POLICY 3:POLICY 3:
Utilize the prUtilize the prUtilize the prUtilize the prUtilize the provision of public facilities to strengthen countyovision of public facilities to strengthen countyovision of public facilities to strengthen countyovision of public facilities to strengthen countyovision of public facilities to strengthen county
economic development priorities.economic development priorities.economic development priorities.economic development priorities.economic development priorities.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Consider the acquisition and reuse of existing vacant or underutilized malls and

shopping centers for public facilities such as police substations, libraries, com-
munity centers and schools.

POLICY 4:POLICY 4:POLICY 4:POLICY 4:POLICY 4:
Use this General Plan as a policy guide forUse this General Plan as a policy guide forUse this General Plan as a policy guide forUse this General Plan as a policy guide forUse this General Plan as a policy guide for
determining where and how to locatedetermining where and how to locatedetermining where and how to locatedetermining where and how to locatedetermining where and how to locate
future public facilities.future public facilities.future public facilities.future public facilities.future public facilities.
StrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategiesStrategies
I. Review the county’s Capital Improvement Program

(CIP) for consistency with this General Plan.

II. Reinforce the recommendations of this Gen-
eral Plan through the policies of the water and
sewer plan.


